
A CURRICULUM POLICY STATEMENT

Throughout history humankind has depended on the environment to survive, develop, change and 
thrive. The complexity and technology present in everyday living has tended to alienate sections of 
our population from the basics of our survival and the enjoyment of the environment. 

Education delivered by our schools has a duty to provide a relevant environmental education and 
every pupil has the right of an environmental education crafted to the circumstances of the child  
or young person in their community.     

There is no single approach, syllabus, or delivery that meets the universal needs of every child and 
every community. A purposeful environmental education curriculum has to satisfy the four major 
tests outlined below:

1) Thoughtful  Planning 
Planning an environmental education through the curriculum requires a curriculum model which is 
clear, understood and supported by the whole community of pupils, staff, headteacher, governors 
and parents. The chosen model may be traditional or innovative. Traditional models include planning 
on a weekly or fortnightly basis for content to be delivered by designated staff at certain times of  
the day or week. More innovative models include a timetable in which non traditional subjects are  
taught for a shorter time in different terms of the school year. Environmental weeks or fortnights  
may be planned in which whole school or year groups or classes base all  their  learning on the  
environment.   Whatever  the  chosen model  for  the  delivery  of  the  curriculum planning  should 
ensure the progression of concepts, skills, knowledge and understanding. Progression should be 
driven by the development of the pupil within a group or class and not exclusively by a written  
syllabus in which one size fits all. Coordinators of an environmental curriculum are best recognised 
and recruited through their commitment and enthusiasm for sustainable development rather than 
their allegiance to any particular subject discipline.

2) Effective and Sensit ive Del ivery
Environmental education is most effective when pupils learn through a style and approach that 
matches the content, objectives, and values being taught.  Most significant is the need for the 
curiosity of the pupils to be aroused and the investigative approach encouraged. Experience of 
different  environments  and  work  in  those  environments  is  crucial  to  a  genuine  environmental 
education. The growing of plants and the creation of a school nature reserve are examples of 
firsthand knowledge and understanding of the natural world being gained directly rather than from 
secondary  sources.  Residential  experiences  where  a  community  of  pupils  live  together  for  a 
common  purpose  greatly  enhance  an  environmental  education.  Classroom  discussion  and  the 
development  of  language  clarify  concepts  about  the  environment  and  places  value  on  pupil’s 
opinions. Engagement with the local community adds value to all concerned in both knowledge and  
the development of positive attitudes. School staffing may be enhanced by the involvement of 



parents,  environmental  organisations  and  the  local  community  during  concentrated  periods  of 
activity.

3) Relevant Content
The content of an environmental education builds on the traditional subjects of the curriculum and 
enhances all  subjects by providing a context and purpose for learning. Elements of all  subjects 
contribute to an environmental education but those elements delivered in isolation rob the pupil 
the opportunity to use the knowledge and skills  in a  relevant context.   A context that should 
provide opportunities for first hand investigation, the comparison of environments, the application 
of  knowledge,  the  practise  of  skills  and  involvement  with  the  community. 
The basis of our understanding of the physical environment is dependent on scientific knowledge 
and how it  informs us about changes to that environment and through our understanding of  
ecology helps to integrate that knowledge. Art subjects contribute to the close observation and 
the affective appreciation of all environments rural and urban and the design of new environments 
Humanities add to our understanding of the physical environment and our connections with the 
past  and  present.  Our  social  development,  our  dependence  on  natural  resources,  and  our  
exploitation and the conservation of our environment are vital to the well being of, present and 
future  generations.  Language  helps  bind  people  together  and  to  share  knowledge  and 
understanding.  Citizenship  and  community  involvement  provide  opportunities  clarify  concepts, 
discuss opportunities and develop points of view. Involvement through physical activity allows many 
to contribute to the sustainability of our planet and develop a sense of satisfaction.

The content of an effective environmental curriculum may be judged to the extent it provides 
opportunities at all ages and stages to understand:

How  all  life  is  dependent  on  the  environment;  the  natural  processes  which  support  the 
environment;  the  impact  of  human activities  on  the  environment;  the  impact  of  past  and 
present decisions on the environment; our personal impact on the environment; the importance 
of community and collaboration; how decisions are made and how we might influence those 
decisions.

The content should enable pupils to experience:
The application of relevant firsthand resources and real life experiences; investigations in the 
local area and of contrasting environments; discussion and involvement in current issues at an 
appropriate level;  the management and development of aspects of the school campus; the 
application of fieldwork,  statistical,  and IT  skills;  communication of information to different 
audiences, and the development of valid opinions.

The content should enable pupils to:
Make  personal  responses  to  an  environment  through  a  variety  of  media;  enjoy  different 
environments;  become involved in the development and maintenance of their  environment; 
seek solutions to problems; work collaboratively; participate in decision making processes; derive 
satisfaction from mental and physical activity in the environment.



4) Evaluation of Both The Knowledge Learned and Acquired Posit ive Behaviours.
Evaluation is not what happens at the conclusion of a process or an activity in or  out of the  
classroom. Rather it is a response to feedback that occurs during the learning process and is based 
on sound judgements about what to do next. This can be pupil or teacher led and initiated or all  
within discussion and debate. The opinions of participants and/or the opinions of an outsider may  
be sought on the progress of a project or on some aspect of learning. The disciplines of practical  
work from planting a  tree to building a  stone wall  often evaluate themselves in  the sense of  
whether the tree grows or the stone wall stands up. 

A  successful  environmental  education  demonstrates  itself  within  a  school  community  in  and 
outside the campus including:

The degree to which litter and recycling are integrated and adhered to; reductions in the use 
energy from a single classroom to a whole school; green and valued external areas; food miles  
calculated  and  acted  upon;  collaboration  rather  than  confrontation  across  the  whole 
organisation; involvement with the community; enthusiasm from staff and pupils.  


