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A well planned programme of environmental education (EE) across and within the 

curriculum will provide pupils with opportunities to discover and understand 

 

1. The natural processes that shape habitats and the environment and that are 

fundamental to the ecology of the living world. 

2. The impact of human activities on ecological processes, habitats, wildlife and the 

environment. 

3. The necessary use by man of renewable and non-renewable resources and the 

possibilities of sustainable development. 

 

Some of these aspects are already included within the curriculum in subjects such as science, 

geography, history and technology, but by selecting appropriate statements of attainment 

for these subjects and mapping them on a planning chart, it is possible to identify where EE 

can specifically ... ? ... it in and provide links between subjects. 

 

Under the new White Paper proposals it is likely that schools will be able to eliminate 

attainment targets into a mixing pot and re-assemble them in a way that provides them with 

their favoured curriculum and here EE has the opportunity to act as a leading player. 

Through EE pupils will also be able to learn and participate in a variety of essential skills 

relevant to other subject areas (eg numeracy, data handling, problem solving, artistic and 

communication skills, social skills etc.) 

 

Putting Environmental Education back into the Curriculum 

 

Environmental education has to be recognised as a major force in contributing towards 

sustainable development and to changing attitudes and life styles. 

 

 Science 

 

EE can provide many opportunities for pupils to develop the practice skills of 

scientific investigations and fair test principles. It can also lead to an understanding 

of the variety of life and wildlife and of the processes of life; the interactions of 

living organisms with the environment; ecological concepts and processes; different 

habitats; human influences on the Earth, including problems of pollution, climate 

change, waste disposal, conservation and biodiversity. 

 

Technology 

 

EE can provide the opportunities for pupils to identify needs as well as generate and 

test designs. Teaching programmes could provide pupils with possibilities of 

improving the environment; the choice and use of resources; the concept of 

efficiency; considering the consequences of technology for the environment, both 

harmful and beneficial. 

 

Geography 

 

Through EE, pupils would develop mapping skills; use skills to investigate the 

physical environment and human conditions; develop understanding of human 

activity at a variety of scales (local, national and global); and consider the use and 

misuse of resources. They could experience the quality and vulnerability of different 



environments and the possibilities for environmental management. Children could 

develop inferred decision making skills ad gain a sense of personal responsibility. 

They could gain understanding of the physical and human processes that shape and 

change the environment in a variety of technological, economic and cultural 

contexts and the concepts of sustainable development. 

 

History 

 

EE can provide opportunities for developing an understanding of change and 

development in the environment throughout the history of man and in the context 

of different cultures and technologies. Pupils might consider how man has shaped 

the environment in his changing attitudes through time and his actions. EE also 

could develop a sense of chronology and pupils can select and evaluate evidence. 

 

English 

 

EE can provide a context in which pupils develop their communication skills. It can 

provide an opportunity for children to listen, read, dream and write for a variety of 

special purposes; to find and select information; to reflect and to appreciate 

literature about the environment. 

 

Mathematics 

 

EE can provide opportunities to use and apply maths to understand numbers and to 

use number operations; to measure; to understand patterns and shapes and to 

collect, handle and interpret data. EE demonstrates the relevance of maths using 

problem solving strategies in realistic situations and fosters an appreciation of 

mathematical components in the environment.  

 

Modern Languages 

 

EE themes may be used to develop vocabulary and fluency. Topics may be 

considered against a background of another country, other cultures and 

environments.  

 

The Artistic Subjects (Art & Craft, Design, Music, Drama) 

 

The environment can provide unique opportunities for children to use their senses, 

to become aware of their surroundings and respond to them by expressing feelings 

and emotions or creativity using a variety of media. 

 

Outdoor Education 

 

First-hand experience of the environment can be provided through various activities 

outdoors and in a variety of settings. It can also provide opportunities for personal, 

social and physical values, skills and understandings, which encourage a positive 

relationship with the environment. The impact on the environment of some 

outdoor activities must also be considered. 

 

Religious Education 

 

EE can encourage an awareness of the varying attitudes to wildlife and the 

environment by different religions. Controversial environmental issues involve 

many moral considerations concerning exploitation and conservation of resources 

and personal responsibility for wildlife and the environment.



 


